
MINUTES OF A REGULAR J4EETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

torranoe, Ca l1tornia 
November 14, 1939 

The City Counoil of the City of Torrance oonvened in a Regu.lar 
Keeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California, on 
Tuesday evening, November 14, 1939 at 7:46 P.M. 

Kay or Tolson oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: MoQuir~, Murray, Powell and Tolson. Absent: Counoil
man: Hitchoook. 

Counoilman Murray moved that the minutes of a regular meeting 
held Ootober 24, 1939 be approved as written. Counoilman Powell 
seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

WRIT!t'EN COMMUNICATIONS 

A.oommunioation was read from the state Relief Administration, 
advising that it has beoome neoessary to speoify an expiration date 
in all oontraots with S.R.A. and suggesting June 3D, 1940 as the 
expiration date of Torranoe Projeot No, 1612. 

Counoilman MoGuire moved that June 3D, 1940 be aocepted as the 
expiration date of the oontraot between the City of Torranoe and the 
State Relief Administration oovering ProJeot No. 1612. Counoilman 
Mu.rray seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 
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Aoommunioation from . the Paoific Eleotrio Railway Company, 
addressed to Leonard J. Young, was read, aoknowledging reoeipt of 
letters of Ootober 17 and Ootober 27 oonoerning program for remov
ing traoks and other fao.il1ties on Cabrillo Avenue upon the purohase 
of right of way thereon by the City of Torranoe. It advised fUrther 
that Paoifio Eleotrio Railway Company will oommunicate with the City 
Engineer at a later date after the matter has reoeived due oonsidera
tion. 

A oommunication addressed to L. J. Young from the state of Calif
ornia Department of Publio Works was re~d, advising that Work Order 
27XM74 in the amount of $200.00 had been issued to defray the oost of 
surveys and plans by the City on Hawthorne Aven~e (state Highway 
Route 164) from Torrano. Boulevard to the North City Liinits, Another 
oommunioation from the Department of Publio Works, addressed to Dis
triot Engineers, was read, advising that an apportionment of $2,307.27 
had been made as the Ootober 1939 quarterly payment ot 1/4 oent gas 
tax allooation for expenditure on streets of major importanoe. It 
wal deoided to withhold aotion until the return of Mr. Hitohoook. 

A oommunioation was read from the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors, .enolosing oopy of order adopted by the Board approv
ing the oomprehensive plan for the drainage development of Gardena 
Valley, and authorizing submission of same to various munioipalities 
within the affeoted area for Similar adoption. 

A oommunication wae read from the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors, enolosing oopy of resolution adopted by the Board, 
deolaring port1ons of Elena Avenue, Redondo-Wilmington Road and 
other streets with1n the City of Torranoe to be ·part of the County 
System of Highways and requesting oonsent for improvement ot the 
County. 

A oODlDunioation was read from the Southwest Cities Flood Control 
Association, urging adoption of a resolution approving the drainage 
of Nigger Slough. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read intull: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1375 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE COMPRE
HENSIVE PLAN FOR DRAINAGE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE GARDENA V ALLEY • 

Counoilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 137~ be adopted. 
Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried by the 
following roll oallvote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: KcGuire, MUrray, 
Pow.ll and Tolson. NOES: aOUNCIDmN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
1l1tohoook. 

An invitation to the Torranoe Municipal Band to partioipate 
in the Third .nnual Band Review Bnd Musioal Salute to Santa Claus ' 
to be held at Long Beaoh, California on N~ember 24, 1939 was read. 
Referred to the Chamber of Comma roe for reoommendation. 

A oommunioation was read from Angel Molinar, #11 203rd street, 
requesting permission to operate, pool hall in Pueblo. Oounoil
man Murray moved that the request be referred to the Chie1 of Polioe 
for reoommendation. Counoilman Powell seoonded the motion, whioh 
was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation .waa read from Mrs. Clinton Keifert and Clinton 
Xeifert, asking that something be done .about the oondition Of Elm 
street between Torranoe Boulevard and Carson Street. A request for 
a street light on .theoorner of Eldorado and Elm street was submitted. 
Referred to the OityEngineer for reoommendation. 

A oommunioation was read from Jaok Stanley Dillon, 161'7 Ooean 
Avenue, Santa Monioa, requesting permission to appear before the 
City Counoil and give a pnysioal oul~ral demonstration and brief 
outline of his aotivities, sinoe, he said, the business lioense 
ordinanoe oontains no provision for his method of operation. 

Kayor Tolsonatated he oould see no obJeotion to the aotivity 
11" it is conducted properly on a vaoant lot. 

Kayor Tolson called Mr. Dillon at this time, but Mr. Dillon 
being absent, no aotion was taken. 

A oommunioation was read from the Dominguez Land Corporation, 
offeri~ Lots 1, 2 and 3 of Tract 5944 (located at Huber and 213th 
streets) tor sale. It was deoided to investigate the matter further 
before making any deoision. 

A petition bearing 26 signatures ~as read, asking that every 
effort be made to eliminate the flood water menace at the inter
seotion of 231st street and Narbonne Avenue. 

Engineer Young advised that dry wells bad served the purpose 
very well until the reoent oil aotivity, at which time oil com
panies had allowed sump oil to flow into the wells, ologging them 
and destroying their usefulness. However. he added, the wells had 
been oleaned sinoe that time and wereexpeoted to funotion normally. 

Mr. Luck in the audienoe said the condition is a very grievous 
one and asked that some definite steps be taken to remedy it. 

There was a short disoussion on the matter, Councilman Powell, 
Engineer Young, Mayor Tolson and Mr. Luck partioipating. Councilman 
Powell said t~ matter should reoeive prompt attention and be 're
medied if possible. 

The matter was finally referred to the Engineer to 'obtain 
prices and investigate the matter thoroughly. 

A communication from the office of City Attorney MoCall was read. 
recommending that the bill of Mr. James A. Hudson for damages to his 
property be denied. 

Mrs. Hudson in the audienoe again voioed her obJeotion to the 



manner of handling the drainage problem in North Torranoe, stating 
that their property had been damaged far in exoess of the bill pre
sented to the City. She said the drainage ditoh put in b.f the County 
or State had been filled by the City, thereby flooding all the pro
perty in time of storm. 

Oounoilman Powell suggested that if the pipe whioh had been 
installed for drainage purposes were lowered, he felt the water 
would drain off with little trouble. Engineer Young said the pipe 
oannot be laid below the grade of the ditoh, beoause it would be
oome filled with silt in a short time. 

Mr. Keith SUbstantiated Mr. HUdson's statements and urged that 
something be done immediately to remedy the oondition. Mr. Klusman 
also added' a few remarks pertaining to the matter. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a report oovering the aotivities of 
~. Bernhard O. BunJe,and Mr. J. O. Bishop, Civil Servioe Board 
members, at the 31st An.tta.al JleeUng of the Civ11 SerTioe Assembly 
of the United States and Canada held Ootober 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20, 
1939. 

A oommunioation was read from John H. Stroh, tendering his 
resignation as Direotor of Publio Safety, it being stipulated that 
aooeptano. of saldresignation will not affeot hil Civil Servioe 
status and Captain of the Torranoe Polioe Department whioh he had 
retained during the time served as Direotor of Publio Safety. 

He also reoommended that the present Aoting Chief of the 
Torranoe Fire Department be appointed as Chief of that Department 

Counoilman MoGuire moved that the matter be referred to the 
Civil Servioe Board and the City Counoil for oonsideration. Counoil
man Powell seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

Engineer Young reported regarding the req~est of the Walteria 
Civil Assooiation for installation of 4-way stop signs at the oorner 
of Highway 101 and Hawthorne Boulevard, adv1singthat the reoommen
dation must be made by the Department of Publio ,Works, who require 
that a traffio oount be made before oonsidering the matter. He said 
the oount o~ld ~e made for approximately $25.00. 

Counoilman McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$25.00 be made for a traffio oount at the oorner of Highway 101 and 
Hawthorne Boulevard, to be paid from 1/4-oent Gasoline Tax Funds. 
Counoi1man Murray seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: MoGuire, MurraY,Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hitohoook. 

Engineer Young reported regarding oost of installing oulverts 
at 236th street and Lomita Boulevard, adVising that the oulverts 
would oost about $1,000.00 eaoh. He reoommended that only one 
oulvert be installed at this time. al,l.owing a reasonable time for 
observation of performanoe before installing the seoond oulvert. 

Referred ·to the Street Department for reoommendation. · 

Oounoilman Powell moved that the City Counoil request an im
partial ,ppraisement of the Maok Type 95 one thousand gallon Triple 
Combination Pumping Engine, reoently aoquired by the City of Torranoe, 
by the Los Angeles County Board of SUpervisors Safety Engineer, Mr. 
Hodge, and the County Fire Department Master Meohanic, Mr. Powelson. 
CounoilmanMurray seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

Counoilman MoGuire requested t4*t the white traffio lines on 
the streets be repainted,' especially on Western Avenue from 190th 
Street to the edge of the Oity of Gardena. Referred to the street 
Department. 

Oounoilman MoGuire stated that, upon his request, the 'City 
Engineer had made a survey of the street lighting system in the 
Oity of Torranoe, whioh he feels might be improved without a great 
deal of expense. 



._--- .. _-_ . . _ .. _--------------- - ---

Councllman llcQuire advised he had visited the Whittier Reore
ation Center and found it to be very excellent. He said it is 
sponsored by the City of Whittier and the Police Department and 
suggested that the City of Torrance might be interested in sponsor
inga similar recreational program. He add.d that several COllrdi
nating Council members had expressed approval of the plan and had 
o~ered to spend the revenue derived from weekly danoes for necess
ary equipment. The Council and Chief Stroh were asked to remain 
after the meeting for discussion on the matter. 

CounCilman MoGuire presented the budget reccrd for August and 
September, and .mentioned that Mr. KlUsman could inspeot ita t any 
time convenient for him. 

Counoilman JoioGuir.e moved .that an appropriatie>n of not to exoeed 
$110.00 be made for road material for delivery to the City Yard, 
Counoilman Kurray seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: KoGuire, Kurray, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitohoook. 

Clerk Bartlett reported reoeipt of $739.07 alooholic beverage 
lioense fees from January 1 to June 30, 1939. 

Cl~rk Bartlett also reported reoeipt of $3,076.64 Unseoured 
Realty eolleotions and $1,420.58 Unsecured Personal Colleotions 
for 1939-40. Katter of reoord. 

Kayor Tolson read a oommunication from the PolioeDepartment 
reoommending that Torranoe Boulevard from Cedar street west to 
)[adrona Avenue and western Avenue from Bar·der Street to 190tb 
street be re-stripped. Referred to the street Department for aotion. 

Kayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed $139.50 
be made for 90 No.3 oement meter boxes and 10 No.4 Cement meter 
boxes for the Water Department. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motio~ 
whioh was carrIed by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
McGuire, Murray ,Powell and Tolson. NOE':! : COUNCILMEN: None • ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Hitohoook. 

Clerk Bartlett reported that, betore the sale of any city owned 
property can be negotiated, the Clerk must be authorized. by ordinanoe 
to sell same, referring partioularly to the proposed. sale of certain 
lots to the Foursquare Gospel Church. Clerk Bartlett presented an 
ordinanoe covering this matter, whioh was referred to the Ordinance 
Committee for further consideration. 

ORAL COImUlUCATIOBS 

Mr •. Kelsey expressed his appreoiation for the improvement of 
the park on Madrid Avenue. 

)(r. Pruitt brought up the fire truokdiscussion at this time, 
advising that the City could abrogate their contract with the Mack 
Truok Company for wilful misrepresentation, in that, he said, the 
Kack Truck Company had made statements to the effect that the truck 
had not been used as a demonstrator and he had. reliable information 
that it had been used for such purposes. 

Mr. Klusman expressed the attitude that it is r1dioulous for the 
C1ty of Torranoe to require an appraisement of equipment by the County 
of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors. 

)[r. lsen made a fe. remarks at th1stime pertaining to the fire 
truok. He asked that either he or Mr. Pru1tt or someone who has 
shown Interest in the matter be informed when the appraIsal 1s made 
of the truok. He asked if reports he had heard. to ·the effect that 
the valve did not funotion properly and it required about five minutes 



before there was proper water to deliver were true. 
pressed the thought that it seemed strange the doors 
station had been olosed shortly after the fire truok 
had started, after remaining open for some twelve or 
years. . 

He also ex
to the fire 
disoussion 
eighteen 

Chief Stroh advised that the firemen have been working on the 
Ford truck and so long as the doors remained open, so many persons 
interrupted them with inquiries that it had been neoessary to close 
the doors to complete their work. Chief Stroh said garden hose had 
been used at the last fire and the valve had stuok, but that the 
same difficulties had been enoountered -with the Amerioan La-Franoe 
fire equipment. 

Mr. Isen remarked that the oontroversy on this matter has been 
started entirely by looal persons and not instigated by disgruntled 
oompetitive oompanies. 

Mr. Klusman brought up the matter of the drainage in North 
Torranoe again at this time. He said he felt an injustioe had 
been done and that favoritism had been shown oertainpeople, mention-
ing Mr. John Salm partioularly. . 

Mr. Hudson added a few words also, expressing the wish that 
something be done to remedy the oondition. 

Mr. Klu,saan wanted to know why it is neoessary to employ a 
Water Manager when,he said, the water oan be inspeoted by the 
CountySa~itation Distriot at les8 expense to the City. 

Mr. Salm repudiated Mr. Klusman's aocusations, advising that 
he seeks favors from no one. 

Mr. Klusman asked if the audit of the City books had been oom
pleted and · was advised in the affirma ti ve by Coun.o ilman MoGuire. He 
was informed the books were open for inspeotion at any time. 

Counoilman MoGuire moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, whiohwas. oarried by the 
following roll oall v'ote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: MoGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitohoook. 

At 9:04 P.M., upon motion ofCounoilman Murray, seoonded by 
Counoilman MeGuire, the meeting adjourned. 
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